A 68-year-old woman was referred for investigation of pulmonary artery hypertension. Right heart catheterisation was performed and the tip of the catheter was positioned in the right middle lobe pulmonary artery under fluoroscopic guidance. A Swan-Ganz balloon was inflated to record a pressure of 78/23 mm Hg (mean 42 mm Hg). Immediately after the balloon was inflated, the patient experienced small volume haemoptysis.
CT pulmonary angiogram coronal reformat showing the pulmonary artery pseudoaneurysm (arrow) with adjacent consolidation due to pulmonary haemorrhage (arrowheads). 
Learning points
c The risk of pulmonary artery rupture with haemorrhage following Swan-Ganz catheterisation is 0.4% with pulmonary artery hypertension conferring increased risk. 1 c Most ruptures occur in the middle or lower lobe branches of the right pulmonary artery and carry a mortality rate up to 50%. Transcatheter embolisation is the treatment of choice. 
